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CABARET

The Limits of-Sdccess
And the Reasonto Go On
Peoula Wesi

Qak Roun:

"l\_'ca_r the end of her impressive
~apening-night show at the Oak Koom
of the Algonguin Hotel last week,

Paula West, a San Francisco pop-.
jazz singer making her New York -

cabaret debut was near tears as she
_ Quoted Ezra Pound to the effect that
domg what you love is the only thing

that matters, and the rest is dross.’

Although Ms. West has won acclaim
in the Bay Area, where she has per-
formed for seven years, she shyly
admitted chat she still had to work as
a waitress to support herself.

An interpreter of taste.and intelli-
gence.with a winsome, cuddly stage
personality, Ms. West has a smooth,
medium-size contralto that she
wields with exceptional precision
and control. Echoes of everyone
from Lena Home to Billle Holiday
run through her singing, but she
lacks Ms. Horne's dramatic hauteur
and Holiday's intense vulnerability.
Her approach to the popular stand-
ards that made up her program on
Tuesday was altzrnately reflective
and plaviui, but always even-tem-
pered. .

Hohdzy's "Don't Explain’” was
transiormad [rom an an open wound
int0 an axpression of stoic resigna-
tion A subdued, sinwed-up rendition
of "I { Only Had a Brain” turned the
Scarecrow’s douncy signacure song
from “The Wizard of 02" into a
romantic torch song about losing
cae's perspeciive.  UTemptation”
seetned under a beguine beat sup-
plied by rer pranist. Ken Muir, and
het bassist, Al Obidingki. In the
Cool Czol. Ceei of the Lye'xmo

vung cut iaviungly,

Ms. Wesi, who will e at the Oak
F.00m through Saiuraay, could be a
bit more aggressive, but she is still a
real {ind. STEPHEN HOLDEN
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Lovely Coup

With her smooth

"voice, West heads

in right direction

By HOWARD KISSEL
OantyNews Dnmucmc e

T OWARD THE E\ID OF HER

openmc-mght ‘show at'the Al-

gonquin’s Oak Room, San -
Francisco singer Paula West
paused and said. “When I used to
wait tables. .. .
She stopped, laughed and men-
tioned that she sull waits tables
and then wenton.

. lamnotcause-oriented, but Lhe
thought that West will return to

the Bay Area after next Saturday
and resume waiting tables, is un-
thinkable. '

She’s too special.

You sense this right from the
start, when she sings “The Simple
Life" and "A.lways True toYouin

.My Fashion” with under..tatec but

ingratiating i irony.
Her voice is cool and smooth
butyou're aware of lots of emotion

‘ simmering beneath the surface.
. The voice has a dusky shimmer
-that brings a ting
_to even the brightest numbers.

e of melancholy

She has a wonderful stage pres-

- ence, a smile that melts you with
. its suggestion of wry intelligence,

a head wreathed inlong, black

~curls, one of whica occasionalily

drops over her face like a2 naughty
girl who won't obey.

Her repertory ranges from 2
soulful version of “1f I Only Ead a

rain’ to several songs associated
with black singers of ..he past,
which she nerforms with utter
freshness, like “Tired,” which

Pear] Bailey used to do, and Billie
Holliday's wrenching “Don't £x-
piain.”

Westdoes a grea: version of
Dave Frishoerg's droll “Peel e a
Grape” and a sensuous but funny
*Comes Love.”

Her arrangements. by Ken
Muir, a breathtaking | pianist, are
spare put exquisite. She also gats

backup from bassist Al Obmmsnx

West radiates a kind of inn

. cence that, with time, will prooa- .

bly go, but she displays a radiance
and a musicianship you know will
only increase over the years.

1 can’t believe she'll be waiting
tables much longer.

i
i

|
! .
|



